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it is a most excellent and comfortable thing in itself
to those who have any real principle in the affairs of
India.3

1 February 6,1787*

41 dined at the Robinsons'1 on Saturday, and took my
seat at the opera, being introduced by Lady Palmerston.

* She does, I believe, really regret your absence,
having as you know a predilection for your rivals. The
Cumberland box at the opera is behind the pit, in the
centre, and adds to the splendour of the house. The
Prince of Wales sits there a good deal. The music,
that is, the singing, is very bad, and the dancing in-
different.'

* February 8.

c You know, as I have just told you, that I was up
till half after three yesterday morning on account of
the masquerade. This was a bad preparation for a l^te
house. I slept tolerably, however, till ten; but this
last night, though the House was up soon after one,
and I was in bed before two, I have not slept one wink.
Nothing whatever was the matter with me, except the
impression of what had been passing still vibrating on
my brain* . . . Sheridan opened his charge, and spoke
exactly five hours and a half, with such fluency and
rapidity that I think his speech could not be read in
double the time. You may imagine tie quantity of
matter it contained. It was by many degrees the most

1 HOJL Frederick Robinson, son of tlie first Lord Grantham; married
Gertrude Harris, sister of Sir James,